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Nurses will

replace

police surgeons in bid to save cash

Published Date: 27 May 2011

By Gareth Rose

Home Affairs Correspondent

DOCTORS called out to police stations to deal with new arrests could be replaced with nurses as part of a drive

to cut costs.

The nurses would be based in police stations to deal with prisoners when they arrive - reducing the amount

spent on costly expensive call-out charges.

Strathclyde, Scotland's largest police force, said it had already shaved money off its annual co

ADVERTISEMENT

sts by cutting senior officer numbers, slashing overtime bills and implementing a programme of voluntary

redundancies - but said it wanted to make further savings in areas such as the £4 million spent on medical care

of detainees and a £350,000 cost paid out to the SSPCA to home stray dogs.

The force says it is facing a real terms cut of 5.4 per cent a year - but intends to maintain the number of officers

on the street.

"We can certainly maintain officer numbers this year, next year will be more of a challenge, but we will do our

best - because I believe officer numbers are important," said Chief Constable Stephen House.

Strathclyde has already saved about £800,000 by making sure detainees do not abuse the system and only

receive medical care when it is necessary. It hopes to reduce the bill to about £1m eventually.

"What we do is say, 'When was the last time you saw a doctor?' If it's 10 years ago, do they really need to see

one now?" added Mr House.

"We're working with the NHS. Do we have to have doctors, or can we use nurses? At present we call doctors

out from home. At 3am, that costs, naturally. If we have a rota of nurses that could cost a lot less. We have to

be careful, we do have a duty of a care to people."

Margaret Watt, chairwoman of the Scotland Patients Association, warned the force would need to have "top

quality nurses" to maintain standards.

"It sounds good and it's something they should look at if there are savings to be made - but the key thing is

quality of service because there are lives at stake here," she said.
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A spokeswoman for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde said it had had initial discussions on the issue with

Strathclyde Police. "Provision of nurses is an option used elsewhere but it will be a decision for the police how

they wish to proceed," she said.

The force, which currently shares responsibility for looking after stray dogs with the council, is keen to reduce

the amount it spends on the service. 

The £13.50 a night charged by the SSPCA is paid for by forces if the dog is picked up out of hours.
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